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n;om:*u coin-muon in i’iiknidkiit vital 

from Nixon statement of April 50, 1975: 



... , But ln fxttoro no oonontivo no guarding the integrity of our democratic process, 

“ lu ° n ? c ” ti ' 11 oia y tluxt rigorous log'll ancl otliical otiuidardo bo obsorvod, but IXM 

nloo that the public, you, .have total confidence that they uro both being observed and 
enforced by thooo in uuthority and particularly by the President of tho United Statoo 



I vmnt tho American pooplo, I wont you to know boyond tho nhadow of a doubt tliat 
during iny terms 03 President, justice will bo pursued fairly, fully, and impartially, no 
matter who is involvod. This offico is a sacred trust and I am determined to be worthy 
of that true to . 
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I l/ILL IKtf ]>i:^TiU)Y TlD'i MJOlDuIiCY 



From Nixon <iuootion-an3wor aooaion in Houston on March 19, 1974; 



I am not (join £ to civo up to any demand tliat I boliovo would woakon the presidency 
of the Unitod Stntea„ I will not participate in tlio destruction of tho ofifico of tho 
Prooidont of tho United Stnteo wldle I ma in this offico, . 
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P — Right. Lot me say this. The main thing, Henry, 
we must not have any question, now, on this, you know 
I am in charge of this tiling. You are and I am. Above 
everything else and I am following it every inch of the 
way and I don’t want any question, that's of the fact 
that I am a way ahead of the game. You know, I want 
to stay one step ahead of the curve. 
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P (it — a s soon as j g 0 t the Ma- 
gruder thing I got in Kleindicnst and then at 4:00 p.m. 
we got in Petersen. Kleindicnst withdrew and assigned 
Petersen. I said, “Alright, Henry, I don’t want to talk 
with Kleindicnst anymore about this case. I am iust 
going to talk to you. You arc in charge. You follow 
through and get to the bottom of this thine and I am 
going to let the chips fall where they may.” We have 
covered that all the way down the line. Now I had to 
follow him to a certain extent on the prosecution side. 
On the other hand on the PR side I sure as hell am not 
going to let the Justice Department step out and say 
look we dragged the White House in here. I’ve got to 
step out and do it, John. Don’t you agree? 

D — That’s right. 
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p — you understand now, you’re talking only to me. 

1 HP— Yes, Sir. 

P — and there’s not going to be anybody else on the 
White House staff. 

HP— Yes, Sir. 

P — In other words, I am acting counsel and every- 
thing else. I don’t want it from anybody else (in- 
audible).- 

P — Well then don’t (inaudible) — let's just — better 
keep it with me then. 

HP— All right. _ 
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^~^ ,S is that, what Rose's point is, in the 

position of stampeding on ( unintelligible) how this has 
been (unintelligible) this. But this point, the President 
is too closely tied in as an investigator and too closely 
tied in to the Grand Jury proceeding itself. In other 
words, he (unintelligible) in his view of this is to have 
the first (unintelligible) and suggests that the President 
is (unintelligible). 

P — (Unintelligible). T don’t. 

^ ah ect. But the President is becoming as 

%in investigator involved in knowledge and awareness of 
the Grand Jury proceedings. 

P — Oh, yeah. Yeah. 

Z— Which well could afTcct direction of those pro- 
ceedings. He has contacted Petersen. 

.P Well, all the facts are going to show just other- 
wise though when it comes out, but go ahead. ~ 
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p The point on Mardian, well, let me say I don t 

think that Mardian or LaRuc or Mitchell or Magruder 
or anybody want to hurt the President. 

H — No, sir. _ , „ 

jr 1 that way. Colson? How about Colson. 

H He — of course, 1 just think he will do every- 

thing he can not to hurt the President. 

p Yeah. That has got to be true of everybody be- 

cause it isn’t the man, it’s the otlice. 

H— Sure. 

p But also it happens to be true. I wish I knew 

about the (expletive deleted). ...... 
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P — 1 mean, after all, it is my job and I don’t want 
the Presidency tarnished, but also I am a law enforce- 
ment man. 

E — Yeah. 

P— Right 

.430 



E — Yeah, and you have to move on to more impor- 
tant things 

P — Yes, that’s right. OK. boy, see you tomorrow. 

E — Right, sir. • _ 
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P — No, I don’t want, understand when I say don’t 

lie. Don’t lie about me either. 

D — No, I won’t sir — you— 

P — I think I have done the right thing, but I want 
you to— -if you feel 1 have done the right' thing, the 
country is entitled to know it. Because we are talking 
about the Presidency here. 

snf ; 

P — The record. Here is what I have done— here is ~ 
what I have done— here is what we think the President 
ought to do and when, you see what I mean? And then 
if we have to use these things, I pray to God we don’t, 
you guys don’t deserve them. You don’t deserve them. 

P> — Well, the important thing is not them, it is you. 

P— No — well, 1 know maybe it isn’t me personally, 
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1 No no — I know — N'o — I'm just trying — un- 
derstand I want to. know what is the right thing to do 
aim understand wo arc going to come out of this thing. 
Hie Justice Department and. the Presidency are going 
to come out clean because I don't tolerate this kind of 
sum. But the point is. Dick, I also. I can’t— I- can’t 
let an innocent man clown. That’s my point. 
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P — Sit down, sit down. I' was down in Mississippi 
today. Wc have gotten a report that, ah, that really 
we’ve got to head them off at the pass. Because it’s so 
damned — so damn dangerous to the Presidency, in a 
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sense. There’s a reporter by the name of Hersh of the 
New York Times you probably know. . 

HP — He’s the fellow that did the Vietnam stories. 

. P — Right. Who told Bittman, who told O’Brien, ap- 
parently that they have information — Hersh has infor- 
mation I don’t know. You can’t ever tell who is saying 
“this is from Hersh” or “this is from Bittman.” In- 
formation indicating that Dean has made statements to 
the prosecuting team implicating the President. And 
whether — and whether — the Post has heard similar 
rumors. Now, Henry, this I’ve got to know. Now, 
understand — I have told you everything I know about 

this thing. 

*77r 

HP— Mr. President, I tell you, I do not consider it, 
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you know, Fvc said to Titus, “We have to draw the line. > 
We have no mandate to investigate the President. We 
investigate Watergate.” and I don’t know where that 
line draws, but we have to draw that all the time. 

P — Good. Because if Dean is implicating the Presi- 
dency — - wc are going to damned well find out about it 



PIP Yeah. My understanding of law is — my under- 
standing of our responsibilities, is that if it came to that • 

V V °,y!l havC t0 001110 t0 >' ou and SQ y> “We can’t do \ 
that. The only people who have jurisdiction to do that i 
is the House of . Representatives, as far as I’m con- 1 
cemed. 

p ~ TIlat ’ s right. But I want you to know, you tell * ; 
me, because as far as Pm concerned— ; 

HP — Pll call them. Do you want me to call from here 
or outside? j 

P~Use the Cabinet Room and you will be able to ; 
talk freely. And who will you call, who will you talk 
to there? J ; 

HP— PH^ call Silbcrt. If he’s not there, I’ll get Titus. 

* You 11 say that “This is the story some New York 
Times reporter has and Woodward of the Post, but 
Hersh is reporting that Dean had made a statement to 
the prosecutors.” Now understand that this is not a 
Grand Jury thing. Now damnit, I want to know what it is. 

HP — I’ll call right away. 

P — And I need to know. 

HP — Yes, sir. 
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p So there you tire. You’ve got. to knock that 

Crack down. If there’s one thing you have got to do, 
you have got to maintain the Presidency out of this. I 
have got things to do for this country and I’m not 
Going "to have — now this is personal. I sometimes feel 
like Yd like to resign. Let Agncw be President for a 
while. He’d Joye it. . . - 
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from Nixon lottor of tiny 13, 11)70 to Kmanuolt Collor, ox-ohnirman of House Judidiaiy Conmitto 



Tho power of impeachment in, of courno, oololy ontrustod by the Constitution to tho 
Ilouno of Ropronontntivoa. Howovor, the executive branch in clearly obligutod, both by 
precedent and by tho noceaoity of tho Houoo... having all of tho facta bofore reaching 
its decision, to supply rolevont information to tho legislative branch.,. to tho extent 
compatible with tho public intorost, • 

* ' > *• • 

• , ' ' , ' ■ ' . ' (Quoted in Philo, INQUIRER, 1/21/74) 
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